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What is the article about?
The article is an autobiography excerpted from the book, The Interesting Narrative of the life Olaudah Equiano, the African. Olaudah Equiano, a Nigerian child, youngest amongst the sons and favorite to the mother who underwent trials and tribulations while in captivity. Kidnapped together with his only sister by two men and a woman at their home, they were forced out and taken far away from home to become slaves to their unknown masters. Olaudah Equiano’s identity also changed in the course of the way as his name changed to Gustavas Vassa. Through his personal experiences, he tells us about the horrors and terrors he underwent while in slavery. 
What is the author trying to argue?
The author vividly describes his experiences while on the slave ship and what he had to go through. To begin with, separation from his loved ones. Once taken captive, he was torn apart from his family which brought about emotional turmoil for him. He wept for days on end as he did not know anyone and wished to be re-united with his family. To add salt to injury, he was also later on separated from his only sister, with whom he had been taken into captivity with. Later on when they re-united for a little while, he describes the short-lived moment of happiness that he felt, for the first time in a long while which clearly shows how he was affected emotionally due to the separation. 
Moreover, hunger pangs and strikes were frequent and to some extent, fatal. The author describes how they would go for days without having something to eat. They were flogged and whipped when they dared to ask for something to eat. He talks about a particular situation where the captures had lots of fish at their disposal. They fed to capacity and once all were satisfied they tossed the remaining fish into the sea. They did this while the slaves begged for even a bite as they were hunger stricken. Some of the captured slaves who tried to salvage something to eat were brutally whipped.
Furthermore, the cruelty that was experienced especially to the blacks was too much. The author tells us that some of the slaves who made it through their nets and attempted escape signed their death warrant. They were captured and flogged by ropes, some even died in the process. He gives a particular experience of a white slave who was just next to him, who was whipped to death and they just tossed his body over into the sea.
In addition to that, the author witnessed some of his fellow slaves commit and attempt suicide. Some jumped into the sea when they managed to get their way around the nettings. He also at two occasions wished for death to come his way and save him from his misery. He talks about when he accidentally killed a poultry chick that belonged to an old woman whom he was assigned to help cook for and fetch water. A brutal beating punishment which would probably result to death was placed on him and he had to flee. While in hiding, hunger stricken and in utmost fear, he wished that death would just absolve him from his troubles. 
To add to the above horrors, the author also describes the scenes at the ship. He says, “this wretched situation was again aggravated by the galling of chains which now became unsupportable, the filth of the necessary tubs into which the children often fell and were almost suffocated, the shrieks of women and the groans of the dying rendered the whole scene of horror almost inconceivable.” From this we get that the scenes at the ship were just unbearable and did not make it any easier for them but only added to their misery.
The loathsome pestilent stench in the ship was horrific. The author describes this situation and talks about how terrific it was. The hot climate did not help but make it worse. Smell of people sweating due to the hot weather, the heat caused by the hot weather plus the stench caused by squeezing bodies and dead bodies made the air unbreathable. The lack of fresh breathing air almost suffocated them. Some of the slaves ended up falling sick and some even succumbed due to this conditions. 
Lastly, the author describes the change in customs and traditions he underwent which differed from those he was used to back at home and some of these new cultures were astonishing to him. He talks about a particular one where he was sold and the people there did not circumcise nor did they wash their hands. They also cooked in iron pots and the women there were not modest compared to where he came from. He also noticed they did not offer sacrifices and offerings and the people ornamented themselves with scars. This new cultures were horrific to him as he did not ever think such happened. He also talks about how he had to learn new tongues and languages in order to fit in with where he worked.
My thoughts
At some point, the author lamented and said, “I hope to deliver my sister from the violence of the African leader, the pestilent stench of the Guinea ship, the seasoning of the European colonies or the lash and lust of a brutal and unrelenting overseer.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Slavery is detrimental, it is emotionally and physically destructive. To even think a human life can be valued at an economic price tag against their will is evil. Helmut Thielick, a German theologian, said, “Once a man ceases to recognize the infinite value of the human soul, then all he can recognize is that man is something to be used. But then he will also have to further and recognize that some men can no longer be utilized and he arrives at the concept that there are some lives that have no value at all.” I believe slavery was one the most horrible experiences that one can ever go through. From the story of Olaudah Equiano, the experiences are traumatizing and agonizing. Slavery of any form is a violation of fundamental human rights and should not be tolerated anywhere in the world. We should all work to ensure equal rights for all. 


